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FICEURLANT NORFOLK VA 
DIA WASHDC 
CIA WASHDC 

CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 12742 

E.O. 1 1652: CDS 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, LE 

SUBJ: BEIRUT APPROACHES NORMAL CONDITIONS 
REF: BEIRUT 12687 (13 OCT II35Z) 

1. SUMMARY: MOST PARTS OF BEIRUT WERE QUIET NIGHT OF 
OCT 13-14. THE CITY'S COMMERCIAL LIFE IS GAINING MOMEN- 
TUM TODAY. OCT 14, BUT IS NOT YET FULL NORMAL. TRIPOLI IS 
REPORTED CALM. THE "NATIONAL DIALOGUE COMMITTEE" YES- 
TERDAY MADE PROGRESS FOR THE FIRST TIME ON THE ISSUES FOR 
WHICH IT WAS CREATED BY NAMING SUBCOMMITTEES TO CONSIDER 
POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL REFORMS. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE TREND TOWARD STABILITY CONTINUED IN BEIRUT NIGHT OF 
OCT 13-14 AS MOST SECTIONS OF THE CITY WERE QUIET. SIGNIFI- 
CANT CLASHES OCCURRED ONLY IN NABA, SIN EL FIL, AND DEKWANEH- 
THREE ADJACENT QUARTERS EAST OF THE BEIRUT RIVER THAT HAVE 
LONG BEEN HOT SPOTS. SECURITY FORCES WERE NOT ABLE TO DIS- 
MANTLE BARRICADES IN NABA YESTERDAY, AS PLANNED, BUT 

HOPE TO DO SO TODAY OR TOMORROW. 

3. THE CAPITAL IS VERY QUIET TODAY, OCT 14, AS OF 1200 
HOURS (LOCAL). TRAFFIC IS EVEN HEAVIER THAN YESTERDAY. 

THERE ARE TRAFFIC JAMS IN SOME AREAS, A WELCOME SIGHT TO 

BEIRUTIS ACCUSTOMED TO EMPTY STREETS FOR SEVERAL WEEKS 

NOW. THE GOVERNOR OF BEIRUT HAS REDUCED THE HOURS OF 

CURFEW STARTING TONIGHT. THE MAIN PROBLEM FACING SECURITY 

FORCES TODAY IS THE PRESENCE OF SNIPERS IN SOME EAST BEIRUT QUARTERS. 

4. TRIPOLI IS REPORTED CALM. THE INTERVENTION OF 
ZUHAIR MUHSIN OF SAIQA/PLO ON OCT 13 WAS APPARENTLY 
INSTRUMENTAL IN ARRANGING A CEASEFIRE THAT IS SO FAR EFFEC- 
TIVE. 
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5. BANKS AND MOST BUSINESSES ARE OPEN IN BEIRUT. HOW- 
EVER, LARGE NUMBER OF SHOPS ARE NEARLY EMPTY BECAUSE 
SHOPKEEPERS HAVE MOVED GOODS TO SAFER AREAS. PORT 
HAS BEGUN OPERATING AGAIN FOR THE FIRST TIME IN TWO WEEKS; 
SINCE SEPT 16, PORT HAS OPERATED ONLY THREE DAYS, AND THEN 
ON LIMITED SCALE. LABOR LEADERS PLAN TO MEET OCT 16 TO 
REVIEW SECURITY SITUATION BEFORE ADVISING WORKERS WHETHER 
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TO RETURN TO THEIR JOBS. IN GENERAL, UNIONS HAVE EOLLOWED 
LEAD OE BUSINESSES WITH WHICH THEY ARE ASSOCIATED; GENERAL 
CONEEDERATION OE WORKERS YESTERDAY, EOR EXAMPLE, INTER- 
POSED NO OBJECTION TO OPENING OF BANKS TODAY. 

6. THE "NATIONAL DIALOGUE COMMITTEE" RECONVENED YESTER- 
DAY AND IS SCHEDULED TO MEET AGAIN TODAY. YESTERDAY IT 
HEARD A PERSONAL APPEAL BY THE IMAM MUSA SADR EOR CIVIL 
PEACE. THE IMAM SPOKE ON BEHALF OF THE RELIGIOUS LEADERS 
WHO HAD MET OCT 4 (SEE BEIRUT 12479, 7 OCT 75 I45IZ). 

HE STRESSED TWO POINTS: (A) EQUALITY EOR ALL LEBANESE RE- 
GARDLESS OF RELIGION; (B) NATIONAL COEXISTENCE IN ONE UN- 
DIVIDED STATE. ACCORDING TO ONE STORY, THE COMMITTEE ALSO 
TOOK NOTE OE A PLO FIVE-POINT MEMORANDUM THAT: (A) RE- 
JECTED ANY IDEA THAT LEBANON SHOULD BECOME THE HOMELAND 
OE PALESTINIANS INSTEAD OE PALESTINE (B) AFFIRMED THAT LEBANESE- 
PALESTINIAN RELATIONS SHOULD BE DISCUSSED SOLELY BETWEEN THE 
PLO AND THE GOL ON THE BASIS OF EXISTING ACCORDS; (C) DECLARED 
THAT, NEVERTHELESS, THE LEBANESE ARE FREE TO DEBATE 
T ,EB ANESE-P AT .ESTTNI AN RELATIONS; (D) BELIEVED THAT ALL LEBANESE 
FORCES "INCLUDING THE KATAEB" MUST ACCEPT THE PALESTINIAN 
PRESENCE AS LEGAL; (E) APPEALED FOR DIALOGUE AND FOR 
THE AVOIDANCE OF VIOLENCE. OTHER REPORTS, HOWEVER, DENY 
THAT THIS MEMORANDUM WAS DISCUSSED IN THE COMMITTEE'S MEETING, 
ALTHOUGH IT WAS PRESENTED TO PREMIER KARAME JUST BEFORE THE 
SESSION. ITS CONTENTS APPEARED IN THE PRESS TODAY. 

(SEE ALSO FBIS AMMAN I3I540Z). 

7. THE MAIN RESULT OF YESTERDAY'S COMMITTEE SESSION 
WAS THE FORMATION OF THREE SUBCOMMITTEES TO DISCUSS 

(A) POLITICAL REFORMS, (B) ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL REFORMS, 

AND (C) SOCIAL REFORMS. THIS REPRESENTS THE COMMITTEE'S 
FIRST FORWARD STEP IN DISCUSSING THE PROBLEMS FOR WHICH IT 
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WAS CREATED. MOST INTEREST CENTERS ON THE POLITICAL SUB- 
COMMITTEE BECAUSE BOTH GEMAYEL AND JUMBLATT ARE NAMED 
TO IT. THE COMMITTEE AGREED THAT EACH MEMBER OF A SUB- 
COMMITTEE MAY DESIGNATE OVE OR SEVERAL REPLACEMENTS IN 
ANY GIVEN SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING. A MOVE PERHAPS DESIGNED 
TO GIVE JUMBLATT AND GEMAYEL A WAY TO AVOID PERSONAL CON- 
FRONTATION AT CLOSE QUARTERS. 

8. THE GOL CABINET ALSO MET YESTERDAY AND NAMED A DELEGA- 
TION TO ATTEND THE PROJECTED FOREIGN MINISTERS MEETING IN 
CAIRO. HEADED BY FORMIN TAQLA, THE DELEGATION CONSISTS 
EXCLUSIVELY OF FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIALS INCLUDING THE LEB- 
ANESE AMBASSADOR IN CAIRO. 

GODLEY 
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